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empire. If the idea of so large a conversion shall seem sur-
prising, it is to be remembered that in those days the popu-
lation hereabouts was sparse, consisting of hardy boatmen with
a few husbandmen clearing the jungle, perhaps under the
auspices of Muhammadan rulers; it was during subsequent
generations that the population attained the growth which we
now see. The ordinances of Islam are followed by these people
in the most perfunctory way; the village mosque is a barn
of bamboo matting, and a few texts from the Koran translated
into Bengali suffice for the service. Their social condition is
low, the marriage tie having but little permanency or effect, and
legislation was being undertaken with the view of providing
machinery for the regulation of their marriages and divorces.

The landlords however (with the exception of a few great
Muhammadan families such as that of Abd-ul-Qhani already
mentioned) are Hindus, as also of the officials and the law-
yers. Near Dacca, the capital of eastern Bengal, is the town of
Bikrampur, scattered among miles and miles of groves, the
ancestral home of a larger number of educated Hindus, in
the service of Government, than any other place in the country.

In eastern Bengal we observed the people to be robust and
sturdy, though somewhat stunted in stature. But towards the
centre of the province the extensive swamps and marshes had
grievously impaired the health and strength of the inhabitants,
prostrating them with fevers periodically, even causing them at
times to subside gently from life into death without any violent

disease or distress, and

" sink into darkness
As when a lamp is blown out by a gust of wind at a casement."

The reclamation of the marshy tracts was an object of constant
solicitude to the Government of Bengal; to this end some
important measures were adopted, but the progress was small,
relatively to the numerous and extensive areas of swamp,
inasmuch as much capital and combination among neigh-
bouring proprietors had to be secured.

In many places the villages cluster thickly in the neighbour-
hood of malarious hollows. The Bengali village is very